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Eugene Willging 


Book the Month Club---May Selection 


Bowen, Catherine Yankee From Olympus: Justice 
Holmes and his Family. Little, Brown. Apr. 19, 


475p. $3.00. 


Justice Holmes generally considered the Galahad 
American Jurisprudence. his death, the obituary 
notices canonized him. But Father John Ford, the bril- 
liant Jesuit moralist, forthcoming issue The Cath- 
olic World, shows this reputation pure legend. 
Father Ford’s judgment, Holmes’ influence was most 
pernicious. This judgment amply sustained quota- 
tions from the Justice’s utterances found the biography 
under review. For instance: “Legislation empirical 
which body, having power, puts burdens 
which are disagreeable them shoulders somebody 
else” (p. 264). “Law knows nothing moral rights unless 
they are legal rights. There such thing right 
created law, against the sovereign who makes the 
law which the right created” (p. 317). “Holmes 
told his brethren hated the word ‘justice’” (p. 388). 


humble opinion, that saying that law form 
might, and for practical purposes, might makes 
right. can fancy Hitler using the Holmes jurispru- 
dence his most despotic advantage. Certainly Aquinas 
would have wanted part it. 


Doubtless, unintentionally the author’s part, this work 
shows the devolution Protestantism: rampant Cal- 
vinism the grandfather, Abiel Holmes: benign agnos- 
ticism, most misty deism Oliver, Sr.; unblushing 
naturalism Oliver, Jr. But naturalism without the 
natural law; whose eclipse the present Pontiff charges 
the monstrous evils our day. 


Miss Brown excels chronicler, but falls short 
biographer. That is, she pictures well the times which 
the Holmes clan way that reminds one 
Reveille Washington. For this reason the book 
interesting throughout. Her pages are crowded with 
historical incidents and events. The flowering New 
England culture, the growth Harvard University, the 
rise liberal Protestantism, the Civil War, the parade 
States into the Union, the story Capitalism vs. 
Labor, and trustbusting, the World War, the 
vicissitudes the Supreme Court are all vividly mir- 
rored here. 


But the author’s portrait Justice Holmes does not 
quite come off. You are not left with the feeling that 
you know the man inside out; the whole man; the in- 
most springs his character. significant that she 
quotes comparatively little from his letters, which 
celebrated figure: lush background, but superficial char- 
acterization. Neither does she attempt criticism; but 
writes vein simple reverence. 


would not place the book high school library 
since sentiments derogatory revealed religion are 
voiced the protagonists and left unchallenged. Neither 
Oliver, Sr. nor Oliver, Jr. were entirely admirable char- 
acters but sufficiently guard against them one 
would have know that from other sources than this 
book. For mature readers this work should prove 
sizable budget entertainment, though not luminous 
study the renowned 


Thomas Fox, C.S.P. 


Maugham Dyess McCoy 


Literary Guild---May Selection 


Maugham, Somerset. The Razor’s Edge. Doubleday, 
Doran. Apr. 20, 1944. 343p. $2.75. 


The search for satisfactory personal philosophy has 
occupied Mr. Maugham his more recent novels. 
has evidenced inability make his latest 
work continues the trend futility. 


The center this story the personal history Larry 
Darrell, from the end the last war the beginning 
the present war. could have happened any time, 
for the story has little with the hard facts his- 
tory during those two decades his characters have 
with real life. Mr. Maugham transplants tight little 
group Chicagoans from their native environment 
Paris and the French Riviera. There they follow the 
usual pattern routine recreations, routine dissipations, 
routine conversations all people all novels this 
type are expected The reader will not disturbed 
any flashes originality, either character con- 
versation, nor will ever tempted stop and think. 


Larry Darrell, boy under the enlistment age, followed 
the well-known device joining Canada, becoming 
aviator, and finally serving with the American Air Force 
France. Having witnessed death (one death, seems) 
first hand, returns his pre-war friends changed 
boy. down again the midst society that 
beginning throw itself into the gigantic distractions 
the twenties, and beginning believe the American 
dream money and more money, Larry refuses work 
order have time think. escapes Paris, there 
bury himself philosophy and the mystics. After 
two years Isabel Bradley, whom has been engaged, 
follows, and scene contrasting the materialistic spirit 
Chicago with the idealistic spirit the timeless search 
for truth, they agree not marry. Larry cannot give 
his dream finding out whether there God, whether 
has immortal soul, and why evil exists. Isabel can- 
not give friends, luxuries, clothes for love $3,000 
year. 


From that point Larry walks alone, though strange 
coincidence unites him and Isabel, Isabel’s husband, Gray 
Maturin, and Elliott Templeton, the dowager uncle, some 
ten years later. Larry’s search leads him job 
mine northern France, trek through Germany, 
months Benedictine monastery, and finally live 
for three years India. The three years India, spent 
under the spiritual direction famous Yogi, are 
climaxed ecstasy, experience the Absolute. 
That experience brings his spiritual odyssey end, 
and sends him back Paris. appears there, oddly 
enough, the very moment when Isabel and her husband 
and two children are recuperating from the crash 
luxurious Paris apartment conveniently furnished 
Elliott Templeton, who, also very conveniently, had been 
able save his fortune. Resuming his old place among 
his boyhood friends, mystifies them more than ever 
the evident ‘spirituality’ his character, some hidden 
power suggestion make people move their arms 
over their heads without desiring so. 
performs this extraordinary feat least three times. 
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Even more impressive the cure for Gray’s headaches: 
Greek coin for charm, and powerful suggestion. 
Thereafter Gray new man. would hard 
imagine anything more unconvincing, more infantile, 
than Larry’s display Indian magic. far Larry 
concerned, the remainder the story not important. 
has found himself; above materialistic considerations; 
wants efface himself. continues his smug 
way until sails for New York freighter, there 
drive taxi—or and enjoy the personal bliss 
being nobody. Why—remains mystery the end. 


The other characters, all them caricatures certain 
American type that exists only the imaginations 
story-tellers and cartoonists, need detain one. Elliott 
Templeton completely vapid social snob, convenient 
the story because the characters must have some entry 
into Parisian cafe society before and after the crash, and 
some visible means support after the crash. not 
above arranging socially profitable liaisons for the young 
climber; builds church, more monument 
himself and his vanity than for any religious motive; 
dies ceremoniously asking laid out costume 
had intended wear costume ball which had 
not been invited. frequently mentioned (one must 
follow all the rules) being devout Catholic. Isabel 
completely selfish and completely sensual woman, 
Gray, her husband, the bluff mid-westerner who speaks 
only time-tested cliches. There one other character, 
Sophie MacDonald; completely degraded and repellent 
character can found any novel. 


When the characters are not discussing the mystery 
Larry, they are usually talking about sex, sexual relations 
and associated topics. They are casual their con- 
duct they are their conversation. More than several 
incidents are examples that indecency and degeneracy 
that parades realism. descriptive details are spared 
when the group goes sight-seeing adventure the 
night-life Paris’ cellars. The obscenity the book re- 
lieved occasionally blasphemy, whether Larry 
recounting his so-called spiritual exxperiences, Sophie 
simply speaking the language her kind. 


This book has had very good press. certainly cannot 
because literary merit. The Literary Guild has 
sponsored it. There reason why any one should 
read, want read, this caricature Americans abroad. 


Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton. 


Dyess, Lt. Col. William The Dyess Story, The Com- 
plete Eye-Witness Account the Death March from 
Bataan. Putnam. April 14, 1944. 182p. $2.00. 


McCoy, Commander Melvyn H., Lt. Col. Mellnik 
told Lt. Welbourn Kelley. Ten Escape from Tojo. 
Farrar and Rinehart. Mar. 13, 1944. 106p. $1.00. 


These two books tell the story the fate American 
prisoners Bataan, story which might fit perfectly well 
into the account any sixteenth century struggle but 
which strangely out place the twentieth. would 
all nations had reached the level the twentieth 
century but the report Dyess, McCoy, and Mellnik 
illustrates well the fact that Americans the Pacific are 
facing foe upon whom Christianity, humanitarianism, 
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the whole spirit fair play, have had little influ- 
ence. well remember reading the story the 
Death March the American prisoners that the Japanese 
acquired their Westernism late life time when the 
machine and totalitarian germs were beginning show 
themselves the West and that while much the 
sadistic cruelty manifested the Japanese Bataan 
might termed Oriental nature, the seeds that 
cruelty are Western well. The Dyess story might 
matched with Cardinal Hlond’s report what happened 
Poland for complete picture what has happened 
the spirit decency the world. 


The two works supplement and corroborate each other. 
Captain Dyess was attached the air force the Philip- 
pines and gave good account himself before lack 
equipment forced him join the ground forces. 
might have left the Philippines with other technical per- 
sonnel but preferred stay behind with his men. When 
the surrender the forces Bataan was made, was 
forced the Death March from Mariveles, the 
Naval base San Fernando where the prisoners were 
herded into box cars for the trip Capas and thence 
Camp O’Donnell. Later transferred Cabantuan 
and thence the prison camp Davao, Dyess has dose 
the great prison concentrations the Philippines. 


The gist what has say about the treatment 
Americans and Filipinos has already been spread abroad 
through the newspapers but the longer account presented 
book form gives the fullest picture yet presented 
the kind enemy are fighting. The joy the Japan- 
ese humbling the white race shows how seriously they 
take their racial myth. Their hatred reaches incalculable 
depths. Americans might not have been surprised 
what happened Bataan had they followed bit more 
closely the activities the Japanese such affairs the 
sacking Nanking. The deliberate withholding medi- 
cal supplies, the enforced starvation prisoners, the tor- 
tures inflicted upon them, all these are items which 
should kept mind making any peace with the 
Japanese. clearly shows the necessity for tribunals 
try the criminals directly and indirectly involved. Any 
soft headed individual who wishes forgive and forget 
all should read these two accounts and remember that 
fair treatment ever assured helpless prisoners 
war, must begin with the punishment those who 
deliberately break the rules decency. 


The Mellnik and McCoy account takes the story 
from Corregidor but essence the same that 
Dyess. The former account perhaps more dramatic 
and told more detail but the simple account the 
latter almost powerful. One thing does stand out 
both accounts, that the sympathy the Filipino popula- 
tion was definitely our side and that our policy 
just and equitable rule for the Philippines has been 
justified events. Compared with the attitude the 
populations Burma and the Indies, the Filipinos showed 
how far advanced they were their realization the 
benefits derived from us. The greatest blow Japan’s 
hope for greater Empire lies the fact that the Japanese 
can never hope conquer the spirit once free people. 
These two accounts should read all who still have 
any illusions about the Japanese people who love 
peace, poetry and flower arrangement. 

James Eagan, 

College New Rochelle. 


Literary Guild---April Selection 
Baum, Vicki. Hotel Berlin Doubleday, Doran. 
April 1944. 250p. $2.50. 


the title indicates, the setting this novel the princi- 
pal hotel wartime Berlin. typical underground 
escape novel picturing Germany the verge inter- 
nal collapse waiting for just little more bombing. 


Martin Richter, young university insurrectionist, eludes 
the Gestapo getting into Actress Lisa Dorn’s room 
waiter. Lisa Dorn, the toast Berlin, the mistress 
the Victor Kharkov, General Arnim von Dahnwitz, 
typical Junker. has been caught plot against 
the Fuehrer and told shoot himself twenty-four 
hours. Lisa Dorn hides Richter when the General enters 
her room, which has key. She puts the General 
off for the evening. When gone, she and Richter 
recognize their love, and stays her room. 


The big problem then get Richter safely out the 
hotel. underground bellhop and the writer Nichols, 
English captive who broadcasts England, help. 
moment Richter kills Gestapo Chief Helm and throws 
him down the elevator shaft. four, General Dahn- 
witz has committed suicide. Shortly after, utilizing 
flirtation with flier officer Kauder, Lisa gets Richter out 
the hotel. terrific air bombardment shatters Berlin 
and the hotel that evening. This made her request 
borrow Baron von Stetten’s car plausible. this she 
presumably finds Richter and both escape. 


Lisa Dorn made likeable, sympathetic character, yet 
she had been the mistress the General who had 
key her room, and the hero Richter stays her room 
not merely hideout but also, implication, 
lover. There unsavory scene Tilli’s room between 
Lt. Kauders and Tilli, though stops short fornica- 
tion. The Englishman Nichols represented very sym- 
pathetically even his sexual use Tilli once week, 
for, poor man, captive, she was the only woman 
could get. 


short, the novel tends make illicit intercourse 
something natural and expected. The language 
itself not bawdy. 


Like other novels about underground 
makes the “other fellow’s” treason his country some- 
thing heroic and noble. The novel insistently pushes some 
other theses: that Germany the verge internal 
collapse with everybody betraying everyone else; that 
continued aerial bombardment for just little longer 
will produce unconditional surrender. These are wishful 
desires which the novelist position substantiate. 


Because the novel tends create the feeling that illicit 
intercourse something harmless and natural, 
cause has great counterbalancing virtues, not 
recommended. 

* * * 
Adams, Samuel Hopkins. Canal Town. Random House. 
April 24, 1944. 466p. $2.75. 


When the Erie Canal was dug the 1820’s great changes 
came upper New York State. the first section 
two part novel Mr. Adams tells the story how the 
canal’s advent affected the city Palmyra, linking his 
story with the development medical practice those 
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days shown the career Horace Amlie; the 
second part builds story around Horace’s involve- 
ment with rare medical phenomenon, the lithopedion 
petrified fetus, which almost ruined his career. 


When Horace Amlie drove into Palmyra the town was 
still quietly rural but beginning stir over prospects 
the canal. Horace was idealistic young M.D. with all 
the latest science his day, ideas which are common 
knowledge with but which were regarded outlandish 
that time. Before setting practice Palmyra 
Horace had pass the inspection several groups 
the community, including the smithy club, the church 
members and the socially potent Squire 
Jerrold and Genter Latharn, the town’s financial force, 
hard and domineering man whose affection was for 
his spoiled daughter Wealthia. Although passed this 
inspection Horace immediately offended many and made 
enemies when, with the bluntness youth, 
theories associating with filth and attempted 
clean the town and int oduce rudimentary sanitary 
measures. Among those enemies was the pompous and 
quackish Dr. Gail practitioner the old 
class, who was combat Horace every step. However 
also made many friends, among them the impish teen- 
age Araminta (Dinty) Jerrold, whose one ambition was 
grow and marry the handsome doctor. 
adventures the disease are many well 
varied and the author describes detail the prac- 
tice that day and its part the life the community. 


and dysentery 


Work the canal impeded malaria 
and when Horace attempts advance dim forerunners 
the insect vector theory, ridiculed but scores minor 
successes having the work camps removed from mar 
locations. the nal completed and traffic moves 
Palmyra loses its sleepy rural qualities and becomes 
town bringing with Sil 


comes 
1 

captain, who become enamoured 

Wealthia Latham. Wealthia engaged Kinsey Haynes, 
Southerner, but becomes paramour. 
the meantime Dinty had managed snare Horace 

and the two are married the first section the book 


ends. 


The second section the book built almost entirely 
Wealt hia’s peculiar pregnancy and its Hor- 
ace’s When Wealthia comes Horace for treat- 
ment supposed cancer detects egnancy and 
ascribes Kinsey Haynes, her fianc Wealthia how- 


ever being and maintains the fiction 
cancer order will not 
perform abortior ia’s attempts 
the latter’s bitter Later goes 


‘ 
tO 


hoping 


persuade him “marry Wealthia but denies 
all knowledge the affair and later suici le. 
Wealthia’s pregnancy definite and positive 

signs are noted puzzled. When, after the 

birt date, the signs even regress confounded. Natur- 
ally accused slander and his position the com- 


munity ruined. His license revoked and forced 
become itinerant practitioner the canal. Only 
Dinty and few friends stand him his adver- 
sity. When epidemic typhus strikes Palmyra Horace 
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disregards his status assist. Wealthia 
stricken with the disease and dies still protesting her inno- 
cence. autopsy after grave robbery Horace dis- 
covers che petrified fetus and confronts Genter Latham 
with the evidence his diagnosis. Dinty then reveals that 
Silverhorn Ramsey was the father the child and that 
Horace’s attempts have Kinsey marry Wealthia had 
probably caused the other’s the book ends 
Horace restored power and position the com- 
munity. 


Canal Town many aspects sound and valuable his- 
torical novel, others almost fantastic and, say the 
least, somewhat questionable taste. The incident the 
lithopedion true enough but the author scarcely needed 
prejudice with regard his theories and san tion prac- 
tices would have done that those days. erwise the 
historical aspects the book are more than well 

and accurate, breezily written, very readable ac- 
count the place medicine the life 

The entire historical backgro very good. There 
great deal rather humor, occasionally approach- 
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ing obscenity and overabundance mong 
other things Dinty presumably practices contraception 
avoid having children until Horace’s position settled. 
gene the book seems suitable for the more mature 


tar intereecr 
adults and should greater interest doctors. 


Robertson, Fir 
April 26, 1944. 342 
For years before the Civil War the North 
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two camps whose opposition gradually intensifi 
point where force and violence became their tools. 
two groups were the Abolitionists and the anti-Aboli- 
tionists, the one partially lunatic fringe, partially radical, 


mostly sincere; the other, not necessarily loving slavery 
but committed the esta! order, the enforce- 
ment law—the law this case being the Fugitive 
Slave Act. The Abolitionists course established the 


famous Railway” hile the anti’s did their 
destroy The present novel does not delve too 
deeply either into the development merits the dis- 
pute but uses the “Underground Railway” aspect the 
and the desire loved other 
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escape and this had wounded him that, al- 
though they were constantly together, had put aside 
resolutely his love and treated her had her brother, 


Martin. Mahala had realized her error and tried restore 

the former relationship but Dal would have none it, 
devoting himself entirely the cause. the story opens 
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Mahala and her gigantic and understanding father have 
just arrived Syracuse, having been exposed railway 
operatives Ohio, where they are readying the Old 
Liberty tavern station the railway. The Syracuse 
that day was town divided violently pro and con. 
The Abolitionists were well organized and the opposition 
had followed suit, forming group called the Patriots, 
which the earnest young lawyer, John Palfrey, 
leading spirit. John and Mahala meet and, not knowing 
her convictions, falls love with her although she 
tries warn him off far possible without exposing 
herself. Syracuse soon established station the 
railway and the Patriots fail all efforts block the 
operations. Ord brings Negroes from the South and they 
are transhippe various routes Canada. course 
John’s suspicions are aroused but when first search 
the tavern fails disclose anything allows his love 
quiet them even though they continue nag him. John’s 
pursuit Mahala relentless his search for the 
railway. However Moses, Mahala and Dal continue 
operate successfully until Dal captured and imprisoned 
the South. Mahala, posing man, rescues him but 
still Dal will not give her love. Shortly after when 
Dal has brought group slaves John’s 
suspicions are confirmed when finds dead mulatress 
Mahala’s room. shields her thus arousing sus- 
picion within his own party which must combat 
through more intense efforts break the traffic. 
Mahala, despairing Dal and desperately wanting love, 
marries John hoping that their conflict convictions can 
reconciled. unsuccessful Patriots, John’s insti- 
gation, lay plans subdue the Abolitionists enforcing 
the Fugitive Slave Act upon escaped negro who had 
been living unmolested Syracuse for many years. They 
put their plan into operation the climax 
tion convention and mob violence ensues. Mahala recog- 
nizes that she cannot reconcile love and conviction and 
leaves John aid the escape the negro. Mahala then 
realizes that she never had loved John but always Dal and 
that she belonged rightfully his side him his 
life work. divorce projected the story ends. 


The present book slightly noteworthy presenting 
fairly sound aspect the opposition Abolition. Admit- 
tedly the Abolitionists were sincere their desire 
good aiding escaped slaves but there was also certain 
amount sincerity the other side. Respect for law 
and order motivated John Palfrey even hated 
slavery such. him the “Underground Railway” 
was illegal and even though hated the institution which 
had evoked the Fugitive Slave Act still upheld the law 
order preserve the integrity the eople and the 
unity the nation. Mrs. Robertson’s story finely 
drawn, artistically competent, accurate far 
necessary, and general workmanlike accomplish- 
ment. Her descriptions the railway, people and cus- 
toms that day are very good and her plot arrangement, 
simple though be, well handled. From the moral 
standpoint one might deplore her advocacy certain 
amount one must deplore the divorce and the 
occasional profanity (three four instances) which has 
crept into the book. spite these would seem that 
the book suitable for most readers, even for high school 
students sufficiently mature understand the problems 
involved. 


Mally 


Mally, Louise. The Mocking Bird Singing. Henry 
Holt. Apr. 12, 1944. 394p. $2.75. 


“Tt was almost hot, that May day New Orleans 1861. 
The wrought iron the balconies was warm the touch. 
the drawing room the house Henri and Emile 
Beaumarc was not hot.” Therese the beautiful seven- 
teen year old daughter, and only child, ‘the Beau- 
marcs seated the pianoforte awaiting the return home 
her cousin Charles Dancourt from England. Charles 
and his brothers Michael and Simon had made their home 
with their Uncle Henri since their parents had died the 
yellow fever the epidemic 1853. The famly parrot 
named “Citizen Danton,” and “Mr. Lowell Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,” (had belonged who had 
been born 1790 France, and had been patted the 
head Danton when she was four years old) was talking 
himself and paying attention Therese. 


Therese, was love with her handsome cousin Charles, 
whom she had not seen for year. Beaumarcs and Dan- 
courts had fallen with each other, ever since “there 
had been written records the city Bordeaux,” where 
the families had been prominent merchants. They didn’t 
marry within the degree forbidden the Catholic 
Church, but for the last century there was very little 
religion either the Dancourt families, and 
Therese’s great grandmother had married her uncle during 
the first days the French Revolution. 

Therese stopped playing the sound voices reachec 
her and she aware her Cousin Charles and 
Cousin Simon and stranger entering the room and 
her father’s arm, the most beautiful blonde she had ever 
seen, whom Cousin Charles introduced his wife, and 
the stranger, Keith McCloud—his wife’s twin brot het 
and Charles’ partner the tobacco 
trade. 


Over after-dinner coffee the newcomers read the story 
the coming the Dancourt and families 
America, and their pos sition the slave question. They 
had never held slaves and though their business interests 
looked upon the war between the States more 
matter the tariff than slavery, and 
manufacturers versus Southern landowners And 
Emilie tells the Scots her brother Gustave who sheriff 
the parish Jefferson, and who has lived openly with 
Felicite for eighteen years, cultured French woman—an 
actress—and the family accept “Tante Felicite” while 
they not like Gustave’s wife, Clementina Miller who 
lives less fashionable part the city with her three 
children. 

Charles and Keith entered the cotton business sending 
cotton England long their ships could run the 
blockade. 

short time Therese and Keith were married. 


The day before Admiral Farragut reached New Orleans, 
Charles and Keith left for Texas and Mexico, from where 
they continued ship cotton. 
While Charles was Texas his and Miriam’s first child, 
daughter, was born. 

And 1864 Therese’s son, Alistair McCloud was born, 
and Miriam bore her second child, son, Alexander. 
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After the war had been ended two years, 1867, Miriam 
and her two children set out for Texas join her hus- 
band. Therese and her young son and her parents went 
north Nahant spend the summer New England 
was the Beaumarcs’ custom the years before the war. 
was not until the fall the year 1871 that the McCloud 
mansion Texas was completed and Therese left the 
home her parents and the culture New Orleans 
for the raw Texas prairies Jackson. The November 
night Theresa arrived Jackson, the Dancourt’s fifth 
child was born. 


The morning after the housewarming, Therese developed 
pneumonia, from the dampness the new house. There 
were doctors the wilderness, and for many days and 
weeks the new mistress “Keith’s Pride” hovered be- 
tween life and death. When she was well enough, the 
McClouds had sell their new home the doctor who 
had come from San Antonio said was impossible for 
“woman with Therese’s delicate constitution live 
damp barn house.” They bought the Judge Ken- 
drick home, the only place the market. 


The railroad came Texas and the price cotton was 
increasingly high and booming, and the firm Dancourt- 
McCloud continued prosper. But with all the pros- 
perity Therese was never happy Texas. 


April, Jedediah Brownell, distant cousin the Beau- 
marcs, and whom Therese had not seen for six years 
arrived Jackson. Jed had been love with Therese 
before her marriage, and was who brought Therese 
the mockingbird whom they named Mr. Jefferson” and 
taught whistle “La Donna Mobile.” 


Simon Dancourt, the lawyer had come Texas and was 
running for the legislature, while Michael went ranch- 
ing and the raising blooded stock. 


The ensuing years did not deal kindly with Therese. 
She lost two babies and was long time recovering after 
each. The death her father, her beloved “Tante 
Felicite” killed accident Chicago, and the fear 
Keith obtaining legal control their son, Alistair, whom 
she passionately loved, should she divorce Keith, all 
added her unhappiness. 


the debacle that swept the country after the railroad 
boom McCloud Dancourt were bankrupt. The hand- 
some Keith McCloud, who had ambitions head 
line landed gentry, could not stand the strain when 
everything was swept away, and died few days later, 
from self inflicted bullet wound, without regaining 
consciousness. 


The saga closes with Therese, her mother Emilie, and her 
son, Alistair, leaving Texas and returning Boston. 


While this first novel, Miss Mally’s book poems 
and unpublished work have attracted the attention 
many writers. The characters and the background make 
interesting reading, but the book can only recommend- 
the mature and Ciscriminating adult reader because 
the attitude toward fornication, divorce and religion, 
pages 29, 31, 63, 69, 85-86, 90. Some passages are raw 
the Texas prairies. Nothing left the imagination, 
e.g., pages 126, 306 and 307. 
Anne Stuart. 


Josephson 
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Empire the Air. Juan Trippe 


Josephson, Matthew. 
Harcourt, Brace. 


and the Struggle for World Airways. 
April 1944. 236p. $3.00. 


Within this twentieth century there has been found 
new world for the brave and the seer, new empire 
coterminous with our better-known world land and 
sea, the empire the air. The conquest major por- 
tion this empire the subject this enthralling 
analysis well-known social and political historian. 


the days “the robber barons” mammoth enter- 
prises were almost synonymous with few “great” names; 
today the far-flung empire Pan American Airways 
acknowledges Juan Trippe its emperor. 


student Yale Juan seemed more like the student 
“least likely succeed” than the man few years 
later who controlled board directors representing 
combined wealth $850,000,000” (p.37). 
this wealth Juan might have found Pan American weather 
even more bumpy than was, perhaps even impossible 
for Empire the Air records how close was the race 
establish airlines all the major countries South 
America during the late 1920’s and throughout the Far 
East the early 


1925 the first major opportunity came Juan Trippe, 
Yale ’22, when met Anthony Fokker; from Fokker 
ordered several three-engined planes; through him 
met André Priester, the Dutch engineer who became the 
technical genius Pan American. Soon Pan American 
opened its main line from Miami Havana; passengers 
came devious methods; some, like Capone, get away 
temporarily; others were “hand-hammered” dared 
into making the 250 mile run. From that beginning 
1928 Pan American air and ground crews extended their 
routes until the end 1929 the system “totaled 13,000 
route miles—the longest air line the world” (p.70), 
built one miracle year. 


The leading factor behind this phenomenal growth (be- 
yond the genius Trippe) was the subsidy 
our foreign air mail contracts from 1928 on. Then Pan 
American became Favored Instrument, not the 
Government whole, least the Post Office De- 
partment, and adopted unofficial consul the State 
Department. Trade the South, and later East and 
West was following, not the flag, but Pan American flag- 
ships. Trippe’s leadership was generalship, the military 
parallels which Mr. Josephson exploits 
porting and analysis. When the opposition Colom- 
bia, was too strong for frontal attack, flanking and 
pincers movement won the day; flowers for Dictator 
Gomez Venezuela dropped from plane im- 
pressed him that bombs might just well have been 
loosed, which impression may have helped persuade 
the Dictator’s successor; when Trippe’s private agents 
were blocked, Guatemala, the Post Office and State 
Departments obliged with reinforcements; probably the 
best campaign was the capture the Hong Kong air 
terminal concession, won through landing operation 
the tiny and commercially declining isle Macao. 
Sometimes Trippe’s agents put semi- governmental 
face their proposals, occasionally embarrassing the 
astute State Department. But Trippe drove forward, 
using the soft approach first, showing sterner technique 
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when necessary (as the case driving out Nazi em- 
ployees Colombia). 


1934 Pan American, blocked temporarily its Atlantic 
aspirations British obduracy, launched its Pacific line. 
The final pages “Building the Pacific Air Track” are 
deft touch Mr. Josephson, illustrating Emperor Juan’s 
genius for showmanship. The Transatlantic service fol- 
lowed within few years; plans for Africa were process 
when the war forced Pan American build for the 
government the great stepping-stones across the continent 
which may have been the decisive factors driving out 
the Germans. Pan American’s war contribution not 
described too minutely; from the hints given 
there will enough for another book very inter- 
esting nature. present the future these leased air 
much the spotlight, making this book very 
timely. 


Mr. Josephson has written this case history Pan Ameri- 
can not because his interest the airplane but because 
“the empire the air” new problem practical 
politics; nations extend their sovereign rights vertically, 
British and other imperialisms will rule before and 
there will not one world but many nations. Mr. 
Josephson looking toward “the postwar air” future 
not all sanguine, pointing out that “the development 
international shipping and swift international railroad 
transport has not made men more peacefully disposed 
toward each other; and one does not easily perceive how 
air transport, guided only the domineering spirit, will 
make men love each other better and lead them 
better world” (p. 227). Yet has done his part 
carefully analyzing the pros and cons air transport 
through this excellent case history. recommend 
all thoughtful persons. 


Langley, Dorothy. Wait for Mrs. Willard. Simon and 
Schuster. March 24, 1944. 196p. 


Wait for Mrs. Willard hard-to-believe story the 
married life woman, supposedly clever and charm- 
ing, yet docile the point allowing her every action 
directed the man, supposedly strong and domi- 
neering, yet weak enough take refuge from disappoint- 
ment and financial reverses state invalidism, while 
his irresponsible wife assumed the role breadwinner. 
The novel might best described study the in- 
consistencies two characters, obviously misunderstood 
each other, and, might add, most obviously mis- 
understood the author, herself. 


Mrs. Willard, her husband had decided, was not 
trusted with much her own library card, nor with 
her earnings over and above the five dollars week she 
was allowed for spending money. Mr. Willard, his wife 
had learned, was not exxpected provide for the 
needs his family, doing meant sacrifice the 
position and prestige had one time enjoyed 
professor archeology. 


time financial crisis, was Mrs. Willard who had 
accept, with her husband’s approval, course, the 
employment that would keep food the table for their 
two children. She sold encyclopaedias, traveling from 
door door, her own conscience rebelling times, 
when her sales talk would win the extravagant investment 


Langley 


the household allotment some nearly destitute but 
enthusiastic parent. The job became revolting that 
Mrs. Willard had give up, much the consterna- 
tion Charles, who roused himself long enough sug- 
gest that his wife might, the emergency, accept job 
cook, using her maiden name perhaps some fictitious 
name, order spare his feelings. For once Mrs. 
Willard had the spirit rebel. She set out find 
job for Charles, but found her own capabilities greater 
demand. She had learn short hand order take 
job offered cousin Charles. 


wasn’t that she disliked working, but when her children 
were neglected, and mistreated well, the impatient 
father who was the only one home look after them, 
Mrs. Willard decided leave her husband. While Char- 
les was away from the house, she packed and, with the 
two children, left home without any idea where 
she would take them. She met Charles, however, the 
entrance the station and, usual, decided for her 
that she would return home. 


Mr. Willard found job after that, and Mrs. Willard 
returned very apathetically domestic duties. But she 
was bored. She joined woman’s club, where she be- 
came acquainted with writer, Virginia Teagarden. She 
was invited spend month Virginia’s home the 
north shore, where the children enjoyed happy holiday 
and she luxuriated the calm that surrounded Virginia’s 
presence and Charles’ absence. Even the discovery 
Virginia’s promiscuous behavior with one her many 
admirers failed ruffle Mrs. Willard’s composure—a 
fact for which Charles was also blamed, she con- 
trasted his virtue without grace with Virginia’s grace 
without virtue and found the latter more enchanting. 


After her return home, Mrs. Willard was even more con- 
scious her lack feeling for Charles. She was repulsed 
the effect her one last effort establish some bond 
sympathy and love between them, and sank into 
hopeless apathy. She became even more discontented 
when Aunt Gertrude arrived live with them and 
assumed almost immediately the direction her nephew’s 
home. Mrs. Willard finally sought job indexer, but 
her employer turned out intimate friend Aunt 
Gertrude and working hours became even more intoler- 
able than life home. Resentment mounted and for 
the second time Mrs. Willard attempted leave her 
husband. 


The bus that was have taken her Arkansas crashed 
before they had passed the city limits and Mrs. Willard 
had face the accusations Charles who was her 
beside the hospital when she regained consciousness. 


was the hospital that Mrs. Willard met Dr. Mac- 
lane. She found him sympathetic friend. During 
the two months rest which ordered quiet lake- 
side resort northern Indiana, Mrs. Willard enjoyed 
more the doctor’s company and despite the admonition 
Charles “to conduct herself with propriety”, she fell 
love with the doctor. She was terrorized the 
thought asking Charles for divorce, but the matter 
was settled too simply when Charles himself deserted 
his wife and family for the more efficient management 
his Aunt Gertrude. 


The novel not recommended. The author’s treat- 
ment marriage artificial and times degrading. 
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There sprinkling profane and blasphemous ejacula- 
tions throughout, which makes the story even more objec- 
tionable (p. 33, 86, 194). The style poor and the 
characters are not only weak but unreal. 


McVicker, Daphne Alloway. The Queen Was the 
Kitchen. Whittlesey House, McGraw-Hill. Mar. 20, 
232p. 


Sally McVicker had bug for writing. hadn’t been for 
that she was sure she could have turned her full atten- 
tion being model housewife and attentive mother 
the children who were, and would always be, her chief 
concern. But she liked write and when she could 
find the time she usually produced something not only 
worthwhile but When short story she had 
written the midst the family uproar brought pub- 
lisher’s response the form check for $100 and en- 
couragement continue writing, Sally and Tom both 
agreed that the time had come something more 
than dream about the hired help that was essential 
her writing career. 


They advertised for refined girl who would enjoy full 
privileges their home compensate for the meager 
salary they could afford pay. was opportunity, 
Sally told Tom, for someone who had home and who 
was looking for job. Tom agreed; neither them 
dreaming that they would attract many who were 
simply looking for home without being too much con- 
cerned about earning living. 

And the procession began. There was Miss Flower 
Jones, who held saxophone practice while Sally did the 
work; the mad Mrs. Arnold, capable and motherly but 
obsessed with the idea rescuing the McVicker’s children 
before their daddy “cut them up”; Anne, who had the 
household running smoothly again, when she was slightly 
injured bus accident and had give her job 
that the lawyer could build the seriousness her 
Enid, and her problem bearing babies 
for the man who, unfortunately had money over the 
amount needed meet his first wife’s alimony; the 
extravagant Millicent; the colored Lucinda, who had been 
educated teacher but could not surmount the 
obstacles discrimination; Tootsie, agreeably sure 
her own notorious conduct; Jenny who was surrounded 
gambling racketeers; and numerous others who made 
some attempt meet the requirements the refined 
young housemaid. 

Mrs. McVicker could not cope with the problem. From 
the moment that each new applicant was informed the 
the work and the inadequacy the salary, 
Sally felt apologetically responsible for their social and 
spiritual well being. She tried befriend those who 
needed friend, and reform those who needed reform, 
and the same time protect her own little family. Nearly 
always she was left with added burdens and the difficulty 
trying carry her writing career. 

When finally Hannah arrived, the ideal earlier 
dream, Sally could enough show her apprecia- 
tion. She had Tom raise her salary; she found job for 
Hannah’s husband defense factory, where ad- 
vanced rapidly that was longer necessary for his 
wife work. Mrs. McVicker lost the Queen her 
kitchen. 


Becker 


SELLERS 


The book well written. There delightful sense 
humor and understanding the incidents told the 
family and their experience with hired help. The Queen 
Was the Kitchen may read with enjoyment the 
general reader. 


Becker, Carl. How New Will the Better World Be? 
Alfred Knopf. March 13, 1944. 246p. $2.50. 


This cautious and measured plan for world recon- 
struction. peace planning with difference; had 
almost said with (Often the latter 
synonym for wisdom.) not reactionary, neither 
too bold. calls for reforms and new attitudes, but 
remembers Edmund Burke well Henry Wallace 
and Ely Culbertson. 

The book’s suggestion practically this: Reorder the 
world, but don’t try get new one because, really, 
there are not any new ones had. Metaphors have 
obscured our thinking. Some facts like national patriot- 
ism and the capitalist system are, their substance, here 
stay, and, while must consider modifications and 
improvements, neither prudent nor possible try 
plan such facts into non-existence. Even that black 
sheep the status quo has its good points; should 
exorcised but not executed. 


The world have, thinks Mr. Becker, has two chief 
things wrong with it,—war and periodical mass unemploy- 
ment. The strange fact is, says, that “war and un- 
employment are related each other curious way. 
Unemployment troubles only when are 
when wage total war disappears” (p. Between 
managers and employers labor there is, points out, 
conflict interest which extremely difficult 
price possible, the individual interest the 
employer hire few men possible and pay them 
their interest, individually and collectively, have 
throughout the country many men possible work- 
ing high wages, that there will many people 
possible able buy their goods. This the central 
problem created machine mass production and the 
price system: how keep costs and prices down that 
everyone will eager buy, and the same time keep 
everyone employed good wages that everyone will 
able buy (p. 14). 

One the greatest obstacles world reconstruction, 
Mr. Becker believes, our penchant for “normalcy”. 
After the last World War wished wash our hands 
completely Europe and return old 
days. Result: Harding, hidebound isolationism, and the 
hard cynicism the ’twenties. make the same 
mistake after the present war, shall suffer the same 
consequences. must make adjustments, adaptations, 
and concessions world conditions which have changed 
many ways, though not must 
have more vivid consciousness our international 
obligations. 

Mr. Becker thinks that can never fully abate national- 
ism nor fully curb the sovereignty the national state, 
nor does regard our limitations these directions 
being unfortunate. Here, other matters, the 
true solution the golden mean. Power politics and 
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imperialism, believes, will always with us, and 
are not evils necessarily. This would seem clear, 
moderate, and accurate thinking. 
excellent point made the last chapter, where 
the author stresses the fact that economic stabilization 
must precede all political reorganization, national inter- 
national. much more important bring economic 
order out economic chaos than set new 
political forms. First feed and clothe the oppressed 
peoples Europe, then—and only then—help them 
establish sound government. 
The author one the non-pyrotechnical school 
modern historians. His writing flamboyant the 
multiplication table, and admire him for His style 
this book however seems somewhat too discursive, and 
times too slow-paced and over-solicitous developing 
obvious already well known facts. these minor 
qualifications, recommended for the general reader and 
for college students. 

Durkin, 


University 


Sherrod, Robert. Tarawa. Duell, Sloan and Pearce. 
Mar. 1944. 185p. $2.00. 

Robert Sherrod, Time war correspondent, veteran 
the New Guinea and Aleutian campaigns, here tells 
graphic story what saw and heard and felt during 
three terrible days last November when the Marines 
were taking Tarawa, Japanese stronghold the Gilbert 
Islands, which lie little north the equator, right 
athwart the long sea route from Pearl Harbor Guadal- 
canal. 

introductory chapter tells the author’s journey 
battleship the unnamed base where the naval 
forces were meet the Marines assigned the land 
attack. Here described the burial sea (with the 
Catholic ritual) officer and enlisted man, both 
accidentally killed. Here, too, are told stories about the 
Gilbert Islanders and the Catholic missionaries who lived 
among them before the Japanese came. Another chapter 
devoted the Marines who were picked Base 
and number them are depicted thumb nail sketches 
character and background. The next four chapters 
tell the landing under fire and picture the havoc and 
carnage seen after the battle. final chapter gives 
the author’s reflections what learned from the 
fight for Tarawa. 

Tarawa was sort test whether not strongly 
emplaced enemy could destroyed bombardment and 
bombing alone. American naval task force 
shelled the island with extraordinarily heavy and con- 
centrated Torpedo bombers, dive bombers and 
fighter planes raked with everything from machine-gun 
bullets great bombs. Yet when the Marines attacked 
they were met with hail Japanese bullets. The “pill- 
box” machine gun emplacements half-buried sand had 
not been destroyed any great number. Worse yet, the 
Higgins landing boats could not cross the coral reef 
around the island; the little amphibious tractor boats had 
used, and often these could not venture all the way 
in. So, many Marines were killed, they waded in, 
long before they reached shore. 

Sherrod does not blame the heavy losses Tarawa 
any defect plan leadership. The attack was made 


Sherrod 


the only way could done and was splendidly 
executed. For him, the lesson Tarawa that had 
better wake from the illusion that there is, going 
be, anything picnic-like about this war, that can 


Mr. Sherrod landed with the fifth “wave” attackers, 
wading the last 700 yards under Then, 
for two days, had the unpleasant experience being 
cooped narrow beach head which the Japanese 
were enthusiastically trying convert into impromptu 
American cemetery. Many Marines were killed there and 
the other landing points, but more kept coming and 
gradually pushing their way inland until the end the 
third day the 4,000 Japanese troops Tarawa, save for 
few prisoners, were all dead. They were the best 
fighters Japan has—Imperial Marines—and they put 
stout resistance, sadly evidenced the American 
loss nearly 1000 men killed (or missing, which this 
fight nearly always meant killed), but they had met their 
equals courage and their overmatch tenacity and 
resourcefulness. 


Viewing the strong defences Tarawa after its capture 
was certain, Mr. Sherrod wondered how the Marines ever 
managed get ashore. Then, machine-gun emplace- 
ment, found, says, the answer. “Inside the pillbox 
there are four dead Japs and two dead Marines. Enough 
those men the first wave got ashore, jumped with 
the Japs and killed them. Thus they knocked out enough 
machine guns that others later waves might live and 
win. Looking down these two Marines, can say, 
‘These men gave their lives for me. can realize it, 
because this machine gun covered the part the water 
had wade through. They also gave their lives for 
one hundred and thirty million other Americans who 
realize it, fear, only feeling one deep 
humility and respect for such brave men—God rest 
their souls. How easy see the battlefield that are 
all this thing together!” 


The last thirty-two pages Tarawa contain the names 
the Marines and Medical Corps men who were killed 
wounded the battle for the island. 1898 when 
the Maine casualty report inspired Joseph Clark’s“ Fighting 
Race” verses, Kelly, Burke and Shea are the list, and 
along with them representatives all the other valiant 
breeds that make the outfit all 
this world, the United States Marines. 


Tarawa good account heroic exploit, and should 
considerable value disabusing the American public 
the apparently wide-spread notion that this war can 
won mainly bombing and shell-fire, with compara- 
tively small casualties our side. Unfortunately the 
profanity which the author rather freely quotes restricts 
the recommendation his book adult readers only. 
Tarawa has end-paper maps the Pacific area and con- 
tains five sketch drawings the island itself. 

Winston, 

Richmond, Virginia. 

Helen. While Live. Little, Brown. 
Mar. 22, 1944. 556p. $2.75. 
think good case might made out for While Still 
Live being the best romantic melodrama emerge 
from the present war; notice the emphasis the operative 


word, romantic; the title thus conferred takes glory 
from Greene’s political metaphysics, Koestler’s “brilliant 
ambiguities,” Ambler’s stacatto amoralities espion- 
age. And, you wish rung higher, and call the 
book one the better war novels date, this reviewer 
will have great objection. The wonder the more, 
too, that Miss really hadn’t prepared for 
the excellence this, her third essay; fact, Assignment 
Brittany represented, anything, slight retrogression 
from the middling ingenuities Above Suspicion. One 
was prepared write off this Northern Briton indus- 
trious apprentice, more, the spy felicities those two 
Southern Britons, the Manning Coles. Now appears 
that she was only missing her true genre; and, mirabile 
dictu, the very act venturing further afield she has 
written first rate espionage yarn boot. 


For the mesh complexities and counter complexities 
that ensnarl Herr Dittmar and Mr. Olszak deftly 
handled; one the better woven spider webs con- 
temporary fiction. And the personalities the two adver- 
saries are superlatively conceived the plot. From the 
first time see Dittmar his Fifth Column masquerade 
Henryk, the Polish concierge, square white face with 
two black shadows close-set eyes under the war-time 
blue lamp ‘He looked like clown, clown with 
whitewashed face,’ Sheila until the final settle- 
ment the floor the inn get mounting 
sense the Mr. Olszak even better; where 
Dittmar representative, typical, macabre robot, Mr. 
Olszak has the flavor personality; Conrad might have 
been proud him. This newly-exhibited flair for char- 
acter Miss revealed almost every page; 
the boy Casimir with his stray dog, Valterscot; 
Madame Aleksander, Professor Korytowski, Zygmunt, 
Captain Wisniewski, Uncle Matthews. Not only are the 
persons her book full-fledged personalities their own 
right; they are sympathetically visualized and authentic 
Poles well, rare thing English fiction any time, 
but rarer than ever today when political pragmatism 
makes expedient for writer forget such far-off 
events valiant Sobieski turning the Turks before the 
gates Vienna, such recent embarrassing occurrences 
the flames martyred Warsaw. Nasdrowie, Panna 


There was moment, the outset the tale, when 
the jaded reader was ready contsrue certain mistaken- 
identity indications betokening still another weary em- 
ployment the old “double” chestnut, already ancient 
when Shakespeare’s Dromios were pups, and novelty 
twentieth century readers melodrama who remember 
The Masquerader, The Prisoner Zenda, Stranger 
and Afraid, even Miss own Assignment 
Brittany. But the danger cliché passes; Sheila Mat- 
thews, who has come Poland test the depth her 
affection for Andrew Aleksander, who wooed war- 
torn Warsaw Russell Stevens, American radio com- 
mentator and volunteer fighter the city’s defense, and 
married the very teeth danger Captain Adam 
Wisniewski, rotmistrz cavalry and leader the Car- 
pathian guerrillas, is, the meantime, caught the 
maelstrom Poland’s underground struggle against her 
conqueror, wherein, under the benevolently impersonal 
aegis Mr. Olszak, secret agent par excellence, she plays 
the role her dead father once played for Britain and for 
Poland. The scene shifts from Gestapo headquarters 


Albrand 
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the plains and forest reaches Eastern Europe; and with 
Jan’s fight against Old Single, king the boars, the tempo 
becomes mixture Cooper and Sienkiewicz rather than 
Buchan, only the contemporary express-train rhythm 
war-time intrigue with Sheila’s successful escape 
through Vienna into Italy, whence, reaching England, 
she dines with Uncle Matthews, and, the curtain falls 
the still brooding stage, remains, unless, the interim, 
Miss has been contriving new adventures for 
her lovely heroine. 


The political commentary mature and balanced. Not 
the least good Miss effects her sturdy 
Calvinistic affection for Polish Catholicism; Sheila kneels 
the wayside shrine; Father Brys marries her Adam. 
There can higher compliment Scottish romancer 
than say that she shelters under the bright tartan 
her great countryman, Sir Walter, who also, allowing for 
their differences sex, had warm spot his heart for 
certain fair Papist, named Diana Vernon, and who could 
not even bring his bluff self think ill Mary Stuart. 
Charles Brady. 


Albrand, Martha. Endure Longer. 
Apr. 19, 1944. 340p. $2.50. 


Martha Albrand’s third novel published this 
country deserts the melodramatic underground its anti- 
Nazi forerunners, Surrender and Without Orders, 
is, course, her own and her publishers’ business if, 
the patronizing label, Novels Suspense, they want 
imply that the author has moved pastures new and 
more serious than the untidily exciting billabong beside 
which she used concoct her potboilers about Holland 
and Italy under the jackboot. But may turn out that 
her previous melodramas were, esthetically well 
commercially, better conceived than this present 
Roman, use the German name for Fraulein Albrand’s 
sociological study Germany between two wars, Endure 
Longer. Not that the new volume hasn’t its points 
both historical document and novel. Miss Albrand 
the Prussian blood and bone; she, too, like her heroine, 
Frederica von Storm, has Potsdam her veins; and her 
sense atmospherics—the fetid heat the Warmhall, 
the glimmering sail the Wannsee, the white Dresden 
china with its royal eagle blue, purple and yellow, the 
coffee and frankfurter aroma Werther’s studio—all this 
good ever. But enjoyed these felicities menu 
and décor the earlier books, and, addition, espionage 
thrillers not, certain organic pattern events rather 
than the more overt artificial order which even the best 
among novels ideas must impose upon their incidents. 


The protagonist Endure Longer not person but 
nation—unhappy Germany the interval between 
Tannenberg and June, 1932, when the disintegrating 
Hindenburg government lifts its ban the wearing 
uniforms, and the hooligan insolence brown-shirted, 
swastika-banded murder goosesteps proudly the sun- 
light the martial tschingdarassa, boomdarassa, boom, 
boom, boom the Kaiser’s old armies. Frederica von 
Storm, now the widow the Jew, Christopher Aschan, 
assassinated the terror, through whose consciousness the 
reader has watched conquered Germany plunge toward 
the abyss National Socialism from the time she rode, 
child four, her pony out the von Storm’s burning 
ancestral estate just front the Russian advance, looks 


Little, Brown. 
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the marching spectacle until suddenly, desperate 
and weary, she realizes she can “endure longer,” but 
must say goodbye land under the evil spell the 
Ring, the terrible seductive music that “kills all will 
power and spirit, makes you helpless, puts you 
into state trance, sweeps you towards goal you 
don’t know and with it, always, the accompanying treach- 
ery—Siegfried, who deceived Brunhild, who seduced her 
for the weakling, Gunther, hidden under the Tarnkappe.” 
she drives off the frontier, abandoning the unre- 
generate family she yet must always love: patrician officer 
father eternally plotting Der Tag, fanatic grandmother, 
querulous mother, sisters, one cynical and brutal little 
propagandist for the Hitler Jugend, the other, forgetting 
her dreams beauty stone and clay for married life 
with Bavarian follower the Austrian Pied Piper. One 
hesitates probe for autobiographical detail, but this part 
the story might well Miss Albrand’s own; cer- 
tainly the history many Germans, not only those 
who left, but many who stayed behind, like the business 
man Rebecca West met once Yugo-Slavian dining- 
car, who “had spent the last twenty-three years state 
continuous terror. had been afraid the Allies; 
had been afraid the Spartacists; had been afraid 
financial catastrophe; had been afraid the Com- 
munists; and now was afraid the Nazis.” 


The political conversations are very good; Miss Albrand 
has gift for homely, telling symbol, when during 
foreboding talk with Frederica the Siegesallee, Bette 
kicks along snowball she has moulded, and the older 
sister reflects: “The little snowball had grown large 
child’s head. How odd, think right then that 
tiny thing like snowflake could grow into something 
dangerous avalanche!” when Ingrid tells 
Frederica why she married old General von Klint: 
couldn’t afford linked with Jews any longer. 
Nor with liberals—they are always getting into trouble. 
And with the Nazis? They may get there and they may 
not. It’s too big gamble. But the Prussian officer— 
he’ll always there, never mind what hap- 
pens, never mind who’s giving the 


Endure Longer pessimistically eloquent tract for 
the political morality the world’s Liberals; has all 
their abstract nobility public and international issues, 
and all their fatal relativism concerning private and social 
ethics, particularly where question what they 
term “sexual mores.” had been melodrama the 
tract element would have been less obtrusive, the 
cal pilosophizing could have been quite trenchant, 
the Manning Coles, Graham Greene, and Miss Albrand 
herself have given evidence, and the adventure matrix 
might well have encouraged more traditional sexual 
morality than the austere nullities the Liberals. But 
this hypothesis; justice Miss Albrand must 
that she attempting objective mirroring 
nation with its ancient standards state lique- 


faction. 
Charles Brady. 


Faulkner, Edward Plowman’s Folly. 
Oklahoma Press. July, 1943. 156p. $2.00. (Reprint edi- 
tion preparation.) 

The author who has had direct contact with agriculture 
several states and realizes many the difficulties which 


Faulkner 


beset individual farming and agriculture whole, 
selects one farming practice and then through fourteen 
interestingly written chapters undertakes show how 
adherence this key practice, which lies within the reach 
all farmers, would cure our most serious ailments with- 
out extra funds fanfare. His key farming practice the 
accumulation decaying organic matter and near the 
surface the soil where will readily accessible the 
roots growing crops. make this possible would 
dispose the turning plow, thought which aptly 
expressed the title the book. 


spite frequent disagreements with the march 
science expressed leaders crop production and 
soil management the book contains strong appeal and 
effective arguments the value organic matter 
soil and moisture conservation. the other hand, the 
proposal multiply crop yields without the use 
terraces, tile drains, fertilizers, cultivation pest control 
measures may seem too revolutionary for many who have 
had contact with the soil and waged losing war against 
weeds and crop pests. All these advantages are come 
those who will increase their production cover crops 
and work them into the soil with disk harrow instead 
burying them out the reach plant roots with 
turning plow. 


the February issue Agricultural Leaders’ Digest 
(Estes Taylor, Editor and Publisher, 139 Clark 
Street, Chicago, Bennett, Chief the Soil 
Conservation service, Department Agriculture 
states: 
For several years the Soil Conservation Service 
has been developing tillage methods that allow crop 
residues remain the surface the tilled soil 
protection against erosion. Farmers and agricultural 
technicians have been improvising and testing machin- 
ery and methods that will this job. The compara- 
tively new type plowing and cultivating known 
variously stubble mulch, sub-surface tillage, and 
crop residue management. Implements range from 
modified bull-tongue plows tractor-drawn disks. 
Recently book, Plowman’s Folly, has brought more 
attention this quiet evolution tillage methods that 
has been going under the program the Soil Con- 
servation Service for nearly years. blaming the 
mold-board turning plow for most present day agri- 
cultural ills, the book emphasizes the use tillage 
methods that kill weeds and stir the soil without turn- 
ing the ground completely upside-down and thus bury- 
ing all the protective vegetative material that was 
new idea the main... There are still many questions 
investigated order find whether not 
practical methods can worked out for using the 
system all the many problem areas the country. 
the meantime, and perhaps for all time, there will 
useful place for the turning plow, for listing, 
ridging, the contour, building terraces, etc. 


published review Plowman’s Folly (U.S.D.A. 
Land Policy Review, Vol VI, No. Enlow, Agrono- 
mist, states part: 
Under Mr. Faulkner’s system apparently believes 
that the application lime and fertilizers 
sary, plant diseases and insects become less prob- 
lem, weeds are easily controlled, droughts become 


insignificant because inches rain will accomplish 
much might ordinarily expected inches, 
and drainage regarded unnecessary! You may 
wish read his reasons. 


The author congratulated his resolute 
stand concerning the value green-manure crops, 
and the technique incorporating plant material 
into the soil... hardly seems necessary, however, that 
Mr. Faulkner should recommend the technique resi- 
due management cure-all—or that should take 
quite much territory. 
The author states that soils high organic matter 
not erode without making reservation the kind 
organic material present. The black belt soils Texas 
and Alabama, which are high organic content, prac- 
tically float away during heavy rains. Soils that contain 
fibrous material, such grass roots, have granular 
structure and are very resistant erosion until the 
structure destroyed. 
Organic materials the soil create additional reser- 
voir space for water, but even reservoirs overflow during 
heavy storms and they dry during long periods 
drought. Because thorough-going investigations the 
reviewer does not hesitate that need more 
than green-manure crops and proper tillage implements 
control floods, droughts, even erosion. Soil must 
kept place before can improved—an eroded 
slope has erosion pattern that requires terraces 
diversions prevent gully-forming concentrations 
water; vegetated waterways are needed carry excess 
water from the land; contour farming needed help 
retain the soil and water; fertilizers and lime must 
used replenish what lost leaching, erosion, and 
that used the crops; drainage necessary get real 
production millions acres; and crop rotation 
essential for the improvement soil structure, organic 
matter, and for pest-control. Green-manure crops and 
proper tillage practices are valuable tools but should 
used where and needed. 

Paulus, 

Dept. Agricultural Education, 

University Tennessee. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---April Selection 
Sage, Dana. The Moon Was Red. Simon Schuster. 


April 14, 1944. 306p. $2.50. 


One the unfortunate rules the modern detective 
story that must topical all costs—even Conan 
Doyle wrote spy stories before the outbreak the last 
world war. The present bit opportunism lectures 
the good-neighbor policy, experiments with baleful Basic 
English and pauses now and then get down business. 
There are three good character portrayals. Donald 
O’Keefe Adams III presented non-typical North 
American business man, who profits deservedly because 
his honest dealings with Bolivia. faithful Indian 
servant Sancho, who caught the virus Richards 
and his new vocabulary during experimental stay 
Harvard, represents the new hope and the new blood 
the southern hemisphere. really old blood, since 
predates that the “hated” Spaniards: much made 
the coming renaissance. Mrs. Foster, until change her 
fortunes, represents the blindness visiting investigators 
who whirl through area make reports and demand 


Sage Pope 


Best SELLERS 


the upheaval complete change. All this groundwork 
covers the first third the book; there follows trio 
deaths and disappearances, set against the mountains 
the Bolivia-Peru border October 1941. There much 
guide-book description the country and the manners; 
there are abandoned mines, Inca medicine men, and the 
effects North American dance music. There 
are the secretive sefiorita, the mercurial aviator, the in- 
tolerant archaeologist and, course, the red herring 
Nazi-inspired newspaperman. has nothing with 
the story, but turns out guilty bigamy—which 
calls for hisses from the gallery. 


There too much talk, and not enough action—what 
there the latter excellent. Early the book, one 
surprised discover that the Harvard Club Bostor 
faces the Common. Later one learns that the church 
calendar has also been shifted: the “colorful” natives 
(because the author, for all his preaching, still stands 
aloof and outside) trudge mournfully the cemetery 
All Saints Day and feast All Souls. read that the 
Spanish Civil War was begun direct orders from Hitler, 
that might eventually seize South American air fields 
and metal deposits; are told that Pizarro was prede- 
cessor Hitler, along with Charles piratical monster 
who was, course, German, and also wanted misuse 


all Latin civilization. Most Spanish culture sneered 
cover for Falangist activity: seems they even 


have their particular saints pray to. 


first novel—presumably—the book indicates that 
the author may good work. But imitations Dorothy 
Hughes, political preachments, the bare use guide book 
words, the over-liberal sprinkling with blasphemous ex- 
pletives—most them Spanish, for local color, 
doubt—are not the material out which build 
thriller. Some day Sancho may grow and speak 
English. better wait until does; nothing 
missed foregoing his present confusion. 

James Tobin, 

Fordham University. 


Colcorton. March 13, 1944. 


Scribners. 


Pope, Edith. 
330p. $2.50. 

Abby Clanghearne, tight-lipped, independent, possessive, 
has poured her life into the land for twenty-two years 
protect the name from the taint ancestral sins and 
prepare acceptable social position for her brother Jared. 
Meagre profits from once lavish estate, food from her 
own plate, even the porch pilasters and window sashes 
from the run-down house—decrepit without but neat in- 
side—all went educate the younger boy the law. 
Abby’s world totters when brings home girl-wife, 
clinging and apparently empty-headed; tumbles complete- 
when, after chance title search, Jared unearths 
old will, begins drinking without restraint, 
dies disinterestedly tavern brawl. Against her own 
cold and stubborn stand, Abby comes admit that the 
widowed Beth sensibly mature and turns pour out 
her love the new-born baby Jared. this point, 
Abby remarkable person, and the possibilities the 
plot are exciting. There are brief glimpses into the lives 
three other characters: the lonely and respected fisher- 
man and hunter, Danny Strikeleather, who loves Abby 
from afar; Clement Johnson, northern novelist who 
escapes the dreariness his single-patterned books the 
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refuge the exotic plantation; LeRoy Trasker, ugly 
sadist, drawn the lines Willa Cather’s villain 
Lost Lady rather than the now too typical manner 
Faulkner. The style the first part also effective: 
sparkling epigrams, dramatic dialogue not too painful 
phonetic presentation, escription Florida 
swampland and windswept sand dunes. 


The second part falls piece and with the whole 
story. The disappointment delayed. The secret un- 
folded gradually: the Clanghearnes are quadroons, de- 
scended from grandfather the slave trade. 
Here was the possibility fine Negro novel. But the 
possibility slips out hand. Trasker becomes sus- 
picious the ppearance the nev Jared and because 
had been guilty stabbing the youngster’s father and 
pursuing Beth lasc iviously, Abby determines kill him. 
This she does, with assi stance When 
Johns begins notice the slight suggestion color, and 
determines burst inspiration write one first class 
novel redeem himself, Abby determines get rid 
him well. long-winded discussion, she charges him 
with betraying her kindness letting him Colcor- 
ton, insisting that the revelation her family’s history 
fiction form would destroy young future. Since 
the reader aware that Mrs. Pope using actual Florida 
history for her own novel, sympathy for Abby’s stand 
impossi ible. Suspense played upon until Abby abandons 
murderous intent, the life- blood her home, 
nds Beth and Jared north achieve fame and fortune, 


“4 Oot. 

While she should have been, and could have 
been, heroic mold, she remains only murderer. She 


admits the wrongn ess her act, but 
tiladt she wi not oe juc ged for It DeCcCause ali Men Live in 
pantheistic happiness the mind God (p. 313). More 
this confusion appears elsewhere the philosophical 
comments the author—they are totally out 
range: especially the Darwinian comments 
crawling humanity out the 


(pp. 150, 181). 


artistic failure, then, the novel not worth read- 
ing. For those who are the philosophical errors, 
and who wish rewr they it, may 


rl 
James Edward Tobin, 


Fordham University. 


Ogilvie, Elisabeth. High Tide Noon. Crowell. 
414p. $2.75. 


island off the Maine coast, where the leading 
industry lobstering, lived the Bennetts, the Birds, the 
Sorensens and few dozen more families 

were the ackne ieaged leacer re COMMU- 
nity for the island bore their name; still owned the 
portions land and their equipment was gen- 

rally the Donna Bennett were the 
parents five stalwart children, strong spirit yet not 
The emergence Joanna and her brothers into 
adulthood the time the vagaries wind, 
weather and lobsters add the physical elements; the fluctu- 
ation lobster prices which eventually declined de- 
pression and even starvation level bring ome economic 


determination which, however, not fatalistic. 


Ogilvie 


Bonsal 


The central figure Joanna Bennett. Nils Sorensen, her 
boyhood playmate and close friend all the Bennett boys, 
steady, stalwart, self-reliant but little too silent; Nils 
was the first propose; Joanna’s rejection brings the 
reader realization that true love will meet some ob- 
stacles. Simon Bird attempted force relations 
with Joanna; also lost the prize. Finally, from the main- 
land came Alec Douglass, the singer and the romantic. 
After period doubt and trial Bennett’s Island ac- 
Alec one their own; too soon Joanna Bennett 

captiva ated; too late she discovered Alec’s passion for 
which kept the Douglass household precarious 
Alec sudden death drowning brought 
new economic crisis the form large promissory note 
held the villanous Simon Bird. Upon the appearance 
Nils again and 
leaves for parts unknown. The stage set for the end- 
ing, coming the form lobster prices which 
forces family after family desert the Island for the 
mainland; only few are when disastrous 
fire, which destroyed all the traps, completes the plans 
for the exodus which even the Bennetts left. The 
epilogue, though happy one. Years later Joanna re- 
turns Bennett’s Island; the beach she sees Nils amid 
pile new traps, painting his buoys. The call the 

and the had brought back the two natives. 
This time Nils won and Bennett’s Island seems destined 
for new era unc leadership the Sorensen family. 
romantic tale closely linked lobstering High Tide 
Noon slightly above average fiction with characters 
and plot competently handled. Beyond the concentration 
Joanna detailed consideration the problems and 
attitudes the sturdy Benn family well the 
underhanded tactics the rds, notably Simon Bird. 
times the author’s nguage vulgar (p. 58) more 
often profane lower case letters 172, 192, etc.). One 
scene (p. 296-7) between Joanna and Alec, alt hough not 
improper for man and wife, may prove suggestive for 
adolescents. whole this adult bit recrea- 
tional rea 


Joanna’s baby, 


Bonsal, Stephen. Business. Feb. 18, 1944. 
Doubleday, Doran. 313p. $3.00. 
Nig we 


one can talk intelligently about the coming peace 
conference, assuming that there will one, until 
ood deal about the asso- 
with the last one. this sine qua non, 
ne car ardiv A h ] nt le 1 
one can hardly better this aptly titled ac- 
count, Unfinished ess. Having read it, one may 
wonder, dark mom even better title would 
not provided Unfinishable Busine 
However, not the intention Stephen Bonsal 
contribute note pessimism future peace confer- 
ences, but rather caution. the confidant 
Colonel House Paris 1919, and the interpreter 
who sat between, and adds, somewhat 
behind Colonel House and President Wilson the gen- 
eral meetings the Peace Commission, Colonel Bonsal 
was able follow closely 


shifting currents inter- 
national developments. compiled his 
diary, usually transmitting the 


k Nnows a g 


end each day 
the gist the current controversies, well ac- 
count “off the developments. Conversa- 
tions Colonel House are ntly reproduced, 
are excerpts from the envoy’s letters and cablegrams. 
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Landon Queen 


Admittedly sympathetic the objectives House, this 
book probably free from unreasonable dislike and 
hero worship any other work the Peace Conference. 


addition its day day record events Paris 
1919, the diary also gives graphic and altogether un- 
hackneyed account attitudes expressed important 
Germans Berlin, following the Peace Conference. 
Likewise, heretofore unpublished account the first 
reactions Senator Lodge the Covenant given, 
well account the relationship between House 
and Bonsal they ineffectively tried create favor- 
able attitude Washington toward the treaty. The 
reasons why the League, which February 1919, had 
already been endorsed thirty-four the thirty-six 
state legislatures which had considered it, and which 
had been approved thirty-three governors, was fighting 
losing battle for its life year later, are not easy 
understand, even this late date. Bonsal does not at- 
tempt analyze all them, but plain that con- 
siders the personal dislike Lodge for Wilson great 
importance, well the influence Mrs. Wilson over 
the President. These factors prevented any merging 
mind between the Senate and the President. appen- 
dix, giving the text the Covenant the League 
Nations, glossary names those associated with the 
Peace Conference, and satisfactory index, increase the 
reference value the 


Among the very many interesting remarks culled from 
Bonsal’s work, the following are illustrative: “One might 
assume that with all his tremendous responsibilities the 
President would not find the time for the petty attitudes 
and gestures which disfigure his character But, un- 
fortunately, finds the time. takes every oppor- 
tunity sowing ill feeling between House and Lansing 
Why the President brought Mr. Lansing Paris 
enigma, unless was with the malicious purpose heap- 
ing indignities upon him and seeing squirm” (p. 42). 
Relative senatorial opposition, about which House was 
apprehensive February 1919, President Wilson observed 
indignantly, “Those Senators not know what the 
people are thinking. They are far from people, the 
great mass our people, from Mars. Indeed they 
are out touch with the thinking, forward-looking masses 
people throughout the world. Naturally they cannot 
understand them” (p. dislike the Amer- 
ican citizens Irish extraction who called upon him 
the interest independence for Ireland well expressed 
his observation, “My first impulse was tell the Irish 
hell, but, feeling that this would not the act 
statesman, denied myself this personal satisfaction” 


(p. 149). 
For sympathetic appraisal the work Wilson and 
House, and for penetrating analysis some the issues 
which confronted the peacemakers Paris, this book may 
very definitely recommended. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, Chicago. 
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Bobbs-Merrill. Mar. 15, 


Landon, Fred. Lake Huron. 
1944. 398p. $3.50. 

this American Lakes Series, Lake Superior pub- 
lished June, and Lake Michigan, Lake Ontario, and 


Lake Erie are preparation. Lake Huron attractive 


Best SELLERS 


volume, with inside cover map Lake Huron, and 
another all the Great Lakes. also has twenty-nine 
illustrations, sixteen which are historic ships. 


The book divided into four parts: Early Days Lake 
Huron; Islands, Shores and Rivers; Four Lake Huron 
Stories; and the Ships and the Men Who Sail Them. 
was Samuel Champlain, the Father New France, 
who late July, 1615, saw the Georgian Bay part Lake 
Huron and named the “Freshwater Sea”. The Recollect 
missionary, Father Caron, looked upon the Lake few 
days sooner than Champlain but, interested more souls 
than geography, had not recorded the fact. Etienne 
irresponsible runner, probably anticipated 
1632 “was killed drunken and eaten his 
Indian associates” (p. interesting item, worthy 
further investigation, that the Recollect missionaries 
“at Quebec encountered hostility from the merchants, 
most whom were fanatically opposed their efforts” 
(p. 1625 the more powerfully supported Jesuits 
arrived Quebec. The labors and martyrdom Father 
Brebeuf and seven others are interestingly and sympatheti- 
cally related. graphic picture presented the ex- 
termination the Hurons the Iroquois, whom the 
Dutch New York had supplied with weapons. One 
shudders man’s inhumanity man, between the 
lowest savages and the most advanced Christians! 
1649 the Hurons nation were finished. 


The two wars with Britain, they affected Lake Huron, 
are lightly sketched. account given the impres- 
sions several English visitors such Harriet Martineau, 
Frederick Marryat, and especially the sympathetic Anna 
Jameson, who visited the region 1836. The latter part 
the book essentially the story ships and shipping 
Lake Huron. The account the disastrous storm 
November 1913, which nine ships and 178 lives were 
lost, the most dramatic. Probably every one who ever 
liver near the Great Lakes will, the story noted ships, 
read one that has personal interest for him. The re- 
viewer was delighted, for example, find mention the 
whaleback Christopher Columbus, which was the first 
ship ever boarded, and learn that the first Chicago 
World’s Fair carried 1,700,000 passengers. 


The success book like this depends wise selection 
and emphasis. Here the emphasis ships, while the 
rise communities along the shores the Lake but 
slightly suggested. This probably what most readers 
want. pleasant and romantic book. suggests the 
degradation the Indians but only enough make one 
conclude that missionaries were boon them. Even 
the tortures are not described offensive any 
child. Except for one slip North Land for North West 
(p. 353) errors were noted and the book can con- 
sidered reliable. There good index. volume 
libraries and schools will want, and young and old, whose 
tastes are inclined, will find interesting least part, 


not throughout. One assumes that boys especially will 


enjoy it, but can recommended anyone. 


& 


Queen, Ellery (pseud.). The Misadventures Sherlock 
Holmes. Little, Brown. Mar. 21, 1944. 363p. $2.50. 


The Misadventures Sherlock Holmes item for the 
many anonymous cadres that great secret party, The 
Baker Street Irregulars, and these, suppose, are mainly 
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men, for women, who have their own little divine silli- 
nesses, rarely for the sort high jinks fostered 
Christopher Morley, Vincent Starrett, and the Queens, 
girl children being women almost birth, while the oldest 
gaffer the actuary’s lists still fancies himself the boy 
who fought Richelieu’s guards standstill and down 
the attic stairs. But the Irene Adlers the sex—the 
ratio, computing according the Sacred Canon, includ- 
ing the yet unpublished discovery, ought one 
every sixty-one male enthusiasts—will find this much 
“must” any doctor lawyer who ever saw himself 
deer-stalker cap riding hansom cab across rainy 
London. Otherwise, let the uniniate avoid the fane, lest 
they want puzzled the Philistines who used 
stand agape before the queer goings-on Albert Hall 
when the Dickens fellowship held their famous process 
fix guilt the Edwin Drood case just prior the first 
World War. But perhaps the impatient reader Best 
Sellers thinks trying emulate Holmes’ dexterity 
with the singlestick, and fence him into bewildered 
admission that doesn’t know and can’t, for the life 
him, find out, just where stand all this literary japery. 
freely confess: aficianado. lap this elaborate 
bibliographic foolery. 


The book compilation parodies, pastiches, lampoons, 
tours force, and straight Sherlock stories, done 
friend and foe the master detective. the great names 
who have tried their hand, Leacock, Barrie, and Henry 
emerge the most amusing. Dr. Clendening 
sponsible for peerless anecdote, and Roberts tries 
the Christmas turkey atmosphere Conan Doyle did 
well with The Adventure the Blue Carbuncle. There 
even tongue-in-cheek solution the Rudolph Hess 
mystery. two devotees who share the pseudonym 
Ellery Queen have carved nostalgic cameo the way 
autobiographical introduction. But the créme 
for money, Manly Wade Wellman’s Argosy 
reprint, The Man Who Was Not Dead, wherein Holmes 
foils parachutist after Dunkirk as, twenty-five years be- 
fore, had burked “that devil von Bork”. has all the 
authentic Holmesian ring, and is, moreover, splendid 
esthetic demonstration G.K.C.’s point about Pickwick, 
Tupman, and Snodgrass playing leap-frog forever down 
some English lane. Neither can these other fictional im- 
mortals, Holmes, Watson, and Mrs. Hudson grow old and 
pass time. But, eheu, Postume, slippered pantaloons 
that are, we’re bloody Grecian urns; can, and 
do. But before are called meet our private Mori- 
arties the Heichenbach Falls life, here’s a-brace 
two hours for still with the beloved tantalus and 


Persian slipper. 
Charles Brady 


Duranty, Walter. USSR, The Story Soviet Russia. 
Lippincott. Mar. 22, 1944. $3.00. 


USSR belongs that now familiar type short one vol- 
ume studies Russia written journalists who strive for 
objective point view with respect Soviet domestic 
and foreign policy with view toward the better under- 
standing the system. The purpose commendable but 
must admitted that there are several difficulties which 
stand the way objective interpretation. The 
greatest the fact that Soviet domestic and foreign policy 
have been shaped either one man very small 


Duranty 


group men who have been most reluctant divulge 
the aims methods their policies. foreign affairs, 
the Soviet has doubled back upon itself within five years. 
The number pretzel bends taken domestic policy have 
not only confused the outside world whether the 
system was Communist, socialistic, nationalistic, state 
capitalistic, but they have also caused tremendous suffer- 
ing Russia itself, particularly among the peasants. 


Mr. Duranty believes that the confusion can explained 
terms Stalin’s clear-sighted view the dangers loom- 
ing the field world politics. The forced requisitioning 
grain, for example, which resulted the deaths 
starvation thousands peasants, Duranty explains 
stating that was matter military necessity view 
the threat presented the Japanese the Far East. His 
explanation the Moscow trials agreement with that 
Davies who believed that was purge fifth column 
elements within Russia. Yet when considered that 
many the Bolshevist founders the Soviet state were 
swept away, men who were means kindly disposed 
toward Germany, difficult see how they managed 
become traitors overnight. far easier presuppose 
that they failed follow the Party Line when turned 
from internationalism nationalism. Duranty’s view 
that Stalin showed prescience the things come 
concluding the Berlin-Moscow agreement should 
fied the fact that the said agreement made possible 
for Germany attack Poland without fear two front 
war immediately. The additional qualification might 
added with respect the treaty friendship between 
Russia and Japan. dubious that the Japanese would 
have extended themselves they did the Russian back 
door had not been securely locked. sense, Stalin’s 
policy which bought slight amount time, was colos- 
sal blunder that gave the green light Russia’s 
greatest enemies. Stalin’s stab the back Poland and 
Finland certainly was mistake the light the world 
hostility The Party Line which insisted upon 
sabotage the French war effort, the hindrance Ameri- 
can preparedness, and the spreading mistrust toward 
England’s “Imperialist” war, would seem indicate that 
Stalin’s knowledge what was come was slight 
that the average citizen America the days before 
Pearl Harbor. Mr. Duranty feels that Stalin’s cat and 
mouse tactics with respect finally 
achieved some good but well remember that was 
accomplished terrific cost the lives and welfare 
the Russian people. far easier admit that Russia 
built great military state just Germany did and that 
every move was directed toward that end. Mr. Duranty’s 
work valuable insofar stresses this point view. 
His attempts justify Russia’s foreign policy are not 
successful. One the least successful chapters the 
book deals with the position Russian women, Mr. 
Duranty attempting explain their position 
logical terms but without much success. many other 
observers have done, Mr. Duranty has concluded that 
Russia turning back toward the virtues patriotism, 
the home, the traditional glories Russia. All which 
may make seem that for twenty-six years the Com- 
munists tried experiment, the net result which was 
return the very things that they tried destroy. The 
book worthwhile for those who have not yet read one 
the shorter accounts present day Russia. The reader 
must aware, however, the dividing line between 


objective reporting and the desire understand Russia. 
The sections the Church Russia give little hope that 
independent and strong Church with international 
affiliations will ever allowed under the present dicta- 
torship. 

James Eagan 
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